THE DAWN OF LIBERATION

of raw materials, foodstuffs, machinery, industrial plant, medical
supplies and comforts.

I need hardly remind the House that a considerable portion of these
supplies has been fought through to Russia along the Arctic route.
These operations have been under the general direction of successive
Commanders-in-Chief, Home Fleet, and almost all losses of warships
have fallen upon the Royal Navy. In merchant ships, on the other
hand, the Allied Nations, and particularly the merchant ships of the
United States of America, have borne the heavier loss. Many brave
men have fallen into icy waters, but our Russian Allies have had some
of the help and comfort they needed and deserved.

I should also add that in making this statement I am merely
responding to a wish that the facts should be published, as they ought
to be. I am not in the slightest degree boasting invidiously about
our efforts as compared with those of our Ally, the United States,
nor making out any counter-claims against the heroism and glorious
military exploits of the Soviet Armies.

The statement circulated by the Prime Minister was as follows :

I am glad of this opportunity to make known details of the very
substantial contribution made by the United Kingdom in aid of our
Soviet Allies. Not only has this aid been considerable, but it has only
been possible to furnish it at heavy cost in lives of our seamen and
ships which have been lost on North Russian convoys.

The great bulk of these supplies has been furnished directly by
or manufactured in the United Kingdom. Some of the items contain
a proportion, small but unascertainable, of raw materials or component
parts which we ourselves have received on Lend-Lease terms from the
United States, and without which it would not have been possible to
make these supplies available to Soviet Union.

The figures also include some supplies made available to the United
Kingdom under Canadian Mutual Aid and some procured from Canada
by the United Kingdom, partly with the help of the Canadian Billion
Dollar Gift. Of the help thus given I should like to take this oppor-
tunity of expressing His Majesty's Government's appreciation. Since
July 1st, 1943, supplies from Canada have also been going forward by
direct arrangement between Canada and the U.S.S.R. and are not
included in the present statement.

A list is appended below, setting out the main items dispatched to the
U.S.S.R. from October ist, 1941, to March 3ist, 1944. Owing to the
wide variety of their nature, specific reference has not been made to all
categories of supplies, but this list shows the scale on which aid to the
U.S.S.R. has been going forward over the last two and a half years.
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